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Different perspectives in times of environmental change 
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Prosopis julilflora
Where ?  How ?
• Standard landscape character assessment
• Desk study followed by fieldwork 
• Participatory ecosystem service 
assessment
• Focus groups in coastal villages 
Coastal plain
Coral reefs
Mangroves
Mudflats
Creeks 
Estuaries.
Main habitats
Rural livelihoods are dependent on these ecosystems.
Agriculture
Horticulture 
Animal husbandry
Salt making
Fishing 
Industrial developments 
Cement 
Chemicals
Fertiliser
Mining 

Verifying data
Spread through:
• agricultural and grazing land
• protected areas
Displace native species:
• Prosopis cineraria 
• Gugal (Commiphora wightii)
Thorns affecting cattle
Pods indigestible for buffaloes and 
cattle
• Pods
• Gum
• Honey
• Cotton like substance
• Alcoholic drinks 
• Wood 
• Charcoal
calorific value (4800 k cal/kg)
SERVICES DIS-SERVICES
The perception of the people upon 
this species depends on their 
economic needs and the benefits 
they can obtain from it
Lack of fences 
Soil infertility,
Salinity, drought
Research into the potential for using Prosopis juliflora for hedge laying and retort 
charcoal production  May 2016
. 
“In two years this living fence will definitely grow thick and keep out 
both wild boar and nilgai”   (a farmer)
“I very much like this living fence as the current practice of dead 
hedging is not permanent. We will take and distribute the information 
sheet”         (Conservator of Forests)
“People are admiring this living fence like anything and will definitely do 
themselves”  (A farm manager)
This led one person attending the demonstration to coin the phase 
“Prosopis for Prosperity “
Information sheets
These are the handouts, produced in both English and Gujarati, 
that were handed
out at the workshop and that have been subsequently 
distributed electronically.  
The event was reported in the press and this lead to further 
requests for information 
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THANK YOU
for listening 
Any Questions?
